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Art Unit: 2767 



Examiner: 



'^logy Center 2100 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Dear Sir: 
General Matters 



Information Disclosure Statement 



x Copies of the references listed on the attached form PTO/SB/08 A are enclosed. 



A copy of the following communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application is enclosed: 



A copy is enclosed of translations of non-English-language documents, if a written English- 
language translation is within the possession, custody or control of, or is readily available to any 
individual designated under § 1.56(c). 



A copy is enclosed of translations of the abstracts of non-English-language documents, if a 
written English-language translation is within the possession, custody or control of, or is readily 
available to any individual designated under § 1.56(c). 



This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed under: 





37 CFR 1.97(b)(1) 


Within three months of the filing date of a national application other 
than a continued prosecution application under § 1.53(d). 






37 CFR 1.97(b)(2) 


Within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set 
forth in § 1.491 in an international application. 






37 CFR 1.97(b)(3) 


Before the mailing of a first Office action on the merits. 






37 CFR 1.97(b)(4) 


Before the mailing of a first Office action after the filing of a request 
for continued examination under § 1.1 14. 




X 


37 CFR 1.97(c) 


Before the mailing date of any of a final action under § 1.113, a 
notice of allowance under § 1.31 1, or an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution in the application. This EDS is accompanied by one of: 


X 




(1) The statement specified in § 1.97(e); or 






(2) The fee set forth in § 1.1 7(p). 





37 CFR 1.97(d) 


On or before the payment of the issue fee and is accompanied by: 






(1) The statement specified in § 1.97(e); and 






(2) The fee set forth in § 1.1 7(p). 



K 



Statement under § 1.97(e): 
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(1) Each item of information contained in the IDS was first cited any communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of the IDS. 


X 


(2) No item of information contained m the IDS was cited m a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing 
below, after reasonably inquiry, no item of information contained in the IDS was known to any 
individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this IDS. 





Concise Statement Under 37 CFR 1.98(3)(i): 




The following is a concise explanation of the relevance, as it is presently understood by the 
individual most knowledgeable about the content of the information, of each patent, publication, 
or other information listed that is not in the English language. 




The listed documents were cited in a search report or other communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application, and that communication is also enclosed. 



Deposit Account Authorization 

Please apply any charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 1 1-1580. 



Date: April 5, 2002 



Koppel, Jacobs, Patrick & Heybl 
555 St. Charles Dr., Suite 107 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 
Telephone: 805/373-0060 
Facsimile: 805/373-0051 
e-mail: ssereboff@koppelpatent.com 



Respectfully submitted, 

Steven C. Sereboff, Reg. No. 37,035 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231, 
on the date set forth below. 





By: J^^^^ogQ A J If tfVV Dated: April 5, 2002 
Christina Nicoll 



4 



